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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MOSCOW 16583 

USDOC FOR BEWT 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BEXP, UR, US 

SUBJECT: AIR POLLUTION EXHIBIT/SEMINAR 
REF: USDOC 17290 

1. US COMOFF HAS NO DIRECT KNOWLEDGE ABOUT REPORTED PAST 
SOVIET PRACTICE OF COPYING ELEMENTS OF FOREIGN-MADE AIR 
POLLUTION EQUIPMENT. IN RECENT YEARS, AT LEAST, SOVIETS HAVE 
SHOWN KEEN AWARENESS OF RISKS SUCH ACTIVITIES WOULD RAISE FOR 
FURTURE COMMERCIAL TIES WITH POTENTIAL WESTERN SUPPLIERS. 

2. AT MEETING WITH HYDROMET NOVEMBER 17, SOVIET OFFICIALS 
PRESENTED LIST OF DISPLAY EQUIPMENT ITEMS ALLEGEDLY GIVEN 
TO THEM BY BEWT OFFICIALS. WE ASSUME ITEMS ON THIS LIST ARE 
THOSE WHICH WILL BE BROUGHT TO MOSCOW. 

3. SOVIET MARKET IS COMPETITIVE, AND IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT 
AMERICAN COMPANIES PARTICIPATING IN US COMOFF SEMINARS/ 
EXHIBITS CAN EXPECT NO GUARANTEES OF SALES. 
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